
 

  

 

 

 

 

St Michael Fly Fishers   Match Report 

LECHLADE 
AGM 

A cold start to the day. 
A good breakfast in very comfortable 

surroundings. 
A chance to catch up with old friends. 

A shared fishing story or two. 
-------------------------- 

I was sorry that I was unable to make it 

to the 2014 AGM but a health issue kept 
me away from what turned out to be a 
good days fishing for some and a bit of a 
struggle for others, Sadly Brian Maguire 
our Day Captain took poorly and he had 
to leave early so the report is somewhat 
sketchy. Ian Smith stepped in and 
summed up the day as follows. 

A COLD MORNING IN DECEMBER 2014 
 

Brrrrrrrrrrrr .  
 

What a cold one that was…… Early alarm ringing must have been a bit like an 
electric shock, leaving a warm house and scraping ice from the car windscreen 
made you think you must be a little mad and stepping out of a warm car at the 
fishery just about confirmed it. Hopefully you had all packed winter woollies, a 
few hand warmers and plenty of hot drinks.   
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End of day results LECHLADE 
 Winner: Best bag ….  

 
  

Biggest 
Fish... 

Total number 
of anglers 

 

Day Captains Report …..  
 

 

Day Captain Brian Maguire was taken ill whilst fishing and had to go home He said it was the 
OYSTERS he had at breakfast !!!!! 
The weather at the start was cold with a clear blue sky gradually warming up during the morning. Fishing 
commenced at 8.15 in the three sections allocated, breaking for breakfast at 10,30 then it was onto free roaming 
until 3p.m. as it was time to move onto the business of the AGM.  
Winter can be a challenging time for us anglers and Lechlade is capable of testing the best of us. There is always the 
chance of catching the best fish of your life as well as testing your strength at the end of the day if you have to 
struggle back to the weigh in with 30lbs + of fish, hence the odd wheelbarrow scattered around the lakes.  
At the start of our day fishing was slow for some, but others with the right tactics had 2 in the bag before breakfast. 
The fishing improved post the bacon and eggs with fish coming to Cat's Whisker, Gold Head Hare's Ear and of 
course the ubiquitous Blue Flash Damsel that gives some movement as it is retrieved. Some fish were close to the 
surface so floating lines and intermediates were the order of the day for many anglers, though some ventured onto 
slow sinking lines with fast retrieve once the fly had reached depth and this sparked reactions from some super 
quality, hard fighting fish. The fish were in fantastic shape and when caught you had a good fight on your hands 
before eventually landing it. Mike Stephens struggled with a brownie over 8lb which took all line and most of his 
backing twice before he could bring it to the net. 
Catching fish was spread evenly around the lakes with boats having some success, the size and condition of fish 
caught was fantastic with the fish averaging well over the 8lb mark. So all in all a great way to end the year. 
At the end of weighing in-----one member missing ---Gerry Griffiths came trotting home with a big 
grin on his face he caught his one fish just at "closing time" 

I hope you all have a good Christmas and tight lines in the new year.          

Ian Smith 
 
 
 

Quit while your ahead..!! 
 

 Having produced the Match report for the 
last four years I have decided to hand over 
the role and pleasure to Michael who I am 
sure will do a splendid job. I felt that it was 
time to have a new slant on a theme that was 
becoming a bit repetitive.  
I would like to say that I have enjoyed the roll 
of editor greatly and I must pass my 
enormous thanks to Joe Tufo for his help 
over the last four years.  A picture is worth a 
thousand words they say and without his help 
I would have spent countless hours finding 
the words to capture the events of the day, 
his photos made my job as editor so much 
easier. My thanks are also due to all of the 
Day Captain’s who sent me their reports and 
to all of you who over the past four years 
have helped me put the report together. 

 

Bill Berloth 

NEXT OUTING   
28th Feb 

LECHLADE 
 

Sorry but end 
of day Stats 

were not 
available at 
the time of 
Publication 
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26th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014 

The St Michael Fly Fishers   LECHLADE 6th December 2014 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome from the Chair. 
2. Apologies of absence.  
3. Minutes of last AGM held at Lechlade on Dec 7th 2013 
4. Matters Arising 
5. Hon. Chairman’s Report 
6. Hon. Secretary’s Report 
7. Hon Treasurer’s Report & Adoption of Accounts 
8. Presentation of trophies 
9. Election of Officers and Committee,: - Presided over by The President, 

• Chairman  Michael Stephens Prepared to stand again (see note X) 
• Vice Chairman George Wilding Prepared to stand again (see note X) 
• Hon Secretary Bez Sahami              Standing down 
• Hon Treasurer Kevin Doherty           Prepared to stand again 
• General Members Ian Smith  Prepared to stand again 

Michael Littlestone Prepared to stand again 
Joe Tufo  Prepared to stand again 
Bill Berloth             Standing down 

10. To receive any notices of motion: - 
11. GW to report on the recommendations of the Sub Committee, which have been ratified by the 

Committee.  
12. Programme for 2015 
13. Any other business (At the Chairman’s Discretion) 
14.  
Michael Littlestone 
pp HONORARY SECRETARY 

Note X . Due to pressure of work, and overseas travel Michael Stephens feels he would find it difficult to continue as Chairman next 
year. At a recent Committee Meeting it was proposed as a temporary measure for the ensuing year George Wilding would take over 
the Chair, and Michael Stephens would be the Vice Chair.  This will require to be formally proposed and seconded at the AGM. 
 

SMFF Chairman’s Report 2014 

A year a bit like the Curate’s egg, good in parts. Actually, excellent in parts with Lechlade at the start of the season 
coming up trumps with hard fighting, weighty fish. This was followed by Elinor where the fish were rather smaller in 
size but we bagged an average of 3 per angler. Only one angler blanked but don’t worry Kevin I won’t mention who it 
was.  
John O Gaunt proved to be desperately easy again with an average of 4 fish per angler. What was really nice to see was 
Eddie Edwards picking up the biggest fish. Isn’t it great to see these young novices doing so well. 
We have experience some difficulties this year with membership numbers and attendance at venues. To be able to get 
exclusivity we have to guarantee numbers or a minimum revenue for the fishery. This is becoming more difficult so we 
will need to boost our numbers and also be stricter on late notice non-attendance. There is little doubt that the club is at a 
cross road and we need to address this now given the age demographic of the club, the rising cost of outings and the 
decrease in active club members. 
George has been working with a small team to find ways in which to address these issues and we shall discuss them fully 
later on the agenda. 
So please contribute to the discussion and let’s move with a plan to ensure the club continues to thrive. 

Michael Stephens  
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Treasurers Report 2014 

Second year in the job & I can report that 
we have nothing left in the kitty. I spent it 
all on Blue Flash Damsels. 

We have attended 8 venues this year 
including Bewl which no one attended 
(so lost no money there then!).  

Our membership dropped again to 29 
which is 4 less than last year. We 
averaged less than 18 members per venue 
(not including guests). 

My concern is 9 members did not attend 
at least three venues. The clubs existence 
relies on the members attending as many 
venues as possible. We struggled at a few 
of the venues to get minimum attendance 
for exclusivity & failed at one to achieve 
it. 

Notwithstanding this the accounts are 
looking in a very healthy condition 
thanks in no small measure to Geoff 
Brooks & his Raffle, which a number of 
members regularly assisted & also 
donated raffle prizes. What we require as 
a club is that we all make at least one 
contribution to the raffle per season, two 
would be better.  

At the end of the year we will be looking 
at circa £2,700 in the account which is 
not bad as we started with £2,000. 

This includes subsidising events at 
Busheyleaze, Avon Springs & Dever 
together with today’s AGM. 

Sub’s therefore will remain at an inflation 
busting £45 for another year. 

Kevin 
Doherty 

Recommendations of the Sub Committee!!
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George Wilding 
 

2015 COMMITTEE 
 

George Wilding Chairman 
Mike Stephens Vice Chairman 

Michael Littlestone Hon Secretary 
Kevin Doherty Hon Treasurer 

Joe Tufo will take over from Ian 
organising the day captains rota. 
Ian Smith remains on committee 
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VENUES FOR 2015 
 

3rd    Jan         Lechlade  with Croxley Green ( Fun Day) 
28th Feb        Lechlade 
21st  March    Avon Springs 
25th  April      Salford Lakes   (Subject to suitability) 
16th May        Bushyleaze 
20th June        John O’Gaunt 
19th Sept        Farmoor pairs   (None Competition) 
17th Oct          Meon Springs   (Subject to suitability) 
14th Nov         Dever Springs 
12 Dec           Lechlade & AGM 
2nd Jan 2016    Lechlade  with Croxley Green ( Fun Day) 

AND THE 2014 
WINNERS ARE ? 

David Broome won Top Weight, Greatest number of 
fish and best bag at any venue. Total 3 Trophies 

David Wightman was 
awarded trophy for biggest fish of the 

season. 

Ian Smith   & Bez Suhami  received awards for 
services to the Club 
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To see the great photo’s that Joe took on the day in more detail visit the site below or the Club Facebook page. 

 
 http://www.picturefind.net/index.php/People-Pastimes-including-sports-and-events/Fishing/SMFF---Lechlade-6th-December-2014 


